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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

CHRIST’S ESTIMATE OF THE GIVER.

REV. DELBER H. ELLIOTT, DENISON, KANS.

Marie 12, 41-44; Luke 21, 1-4.

These passages relate an incident in the

life of a widow woman. She was as gener-

ous as she was poor. In the temple there

was a fund for public charity. The peo-

ple were casting their money into the

treasury. Christ was taking account of

the gifts that day. He always does. He
put a higher estimate upon some of the

givers than He did upon others. The

size of the contribution was not the stand-

ard of His estimation. He takes into ac-

count the ability and circumstances of the

giver. What was perhaps the smallest

contribution made that day elicited the

greatest commendation. The world

honors the Rockefellers and Carnegies

who give of their abundance, but Christ

honors the men and women who give of

their want.

Christ’s estimate of the giver depends

first on

WHAT HE GIVES.

There are a number of things which the

Christian can give—prayer, time, talents,

money. A proportion of all should be

used in Christ’s work. All must pray, of

course ! We should present Christ’s claims

to our unsaved neighbors, to be sure. But

we desire to consider one way in which

God has made it possible for us to dis-

tribute ourselves over the world, doing

work for Him, and that is by our money

contributions.

The people here were giving their

money. It was the best they had. The

Jews did not offer a blind sheep or a

crippled dove in sacrifice to the Lord; it

was always the best. These people were

not throwing in their counterfeits or the

coins that had the holes in them. God

does not want what we can’t use. Christ

valued this woman’s gift not because of

the metal that was in it, but because of

the life it contained.

What is our money ? Dr. A. F. Schauf-

fler has written a tract on money, in which

he gives this striking definition, “Money

is myself.” The trend of his argument

is somewhat as follows : Suppose I am
a laboring man. I can handle the plow

and the spade, and I hire myself out to

you for $2 a day. At the end of the week

I have given you twelve dollars’ worth of

myself, and you give me the equivalent

in money. 1 now put twelve dollars’

worth of myself in my pocket.

Or suppose I am a man of brains and

education. Years have been spent in

preparation. I engage in business. At

the end of the week I balance accounts

and find that I have gained $500. I then

have $500 worth of myself to spend some-

where. That money represents expended

energy. It has become stored power. On
Saturday night the laboring man has $12

worth and the business man $500 worth.
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The question now is. What will they do

with their stored power ? It will be of no

value until they turn it into some avenue

of activity. An electric battery contains

marvelous possibilities. Make the at-

tachments, turn the button, and it will

light your house. Change the attach-

ments and it will run your machinery.

Change them again, and you have the

telephone. That is the way with our

money. It is stored human power. Where

are we going to release it? The young

man with the $12 may be living a fast

life. He may go to the saloon, the gam-

bling house and the brothel on Saturday

night and spend $12 worth of himself to

kill himself. Money contains destroying

power, and he can turn on the current so

as to shatter his nerves and wreck his

soul.

Or he may be a Christian young man.

The first $1.20 worth of himself he rec-

ognizes as the Lord’s, and he expends it

in His service. This is only one tenth

as much, proportionately, as the widow

gave. Fifty cents he turns into the work

at home, 25 cents he sends to Syria and 25

cents to China. The other 20 cents he

contributes to reform. He has distrib-

uted himself over three countries, and is

engaged in doing God’s work in four de-

partments of Christian activity. He still

has left $10.80 worth of himself with

which to increase his power and engage

in the world’s activities.

Every wise man desires to invest him-

self where he will realize the greatest re-

turns. For every dollar we squander, just

that much of ourselves we throw away.

For what we spend on the necessities of

life, we get value received. When we eat

a bushel of wheat, each grain is worth a

grain; but when we plant it, it repro-

duces itself some thirty, some sixty and

some a hundred fold. That which we in-

vest with God reproduces itself.

It pays to invest much of ourselves

where it will yield returns throughout

eternity. There is no enterprise that will

yield such enormous profits as an invest-

ment in immortal souls. Five dollars in

money, or perhaps the widow’s two mites,

may save thousands of dollars besides an

immortal soul. It is said that the first

man officially electrocuted in New York

had murdered his wife. It cost the State

$100,000. It began with a dead woman
and ended with a dead man—at both ends

a coffin and $100,000 of the taxpayers’

money between them.

We are told of another man. His sister

had been ruined by an immoral man.

Upon her deathbed that sister said to her

brother, "Follow him and kill him.” He
went to New York, intending to murder

the betrayer of his sister. A missionary

was preaching on the corner of the Bow-

ery. The young man stopped and lis-

tened, and the grace of Christ entered his

heart. He was a converted man. He had

the pistol in his pocket, but it never went

off. There was not a dead man at the

beginning and another at the end of this

transaction, with $100,000 of the people’s

money between. When it was all summed
up, $5 would more than cover the money

cost of that conversion. Because some-

body had invested $5 worth of himself in

doing Christ’s work, one man’s life was

saved, another man’s soul, and doubtless

thousands of the taxpayers’ money.

It pays to invest ourselves with God.

Nothing pays better. This is the way

God has provided whereby we can dis-

tribute ourselves over the world doing

work for Him. The man who is storing

up all his power to expend it upon him-

self and his posterity is putting all his

interests in an enterprise which will

shortly . involve him in spiritual bank-

ruptcy. "There is that scattereth and yet

increaseth; and there is that withholdeth
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more than is meet, but it tendeth to pov-

erty.” (Prov. 11, 24.)

Christ's estimate of the giver depends

secondly on

HOW HE GIVES IT.

The manner in which the gifts entered

the treasury that day had much to do in

determining Christ's estimate of the giver.

Christ seems to have commended none

but this lone woman. Why did she stand

so high in His estimation?

(1) SHE GAVE WITH THE PROPER MOTIVE.

There was no disposition to “show off.”

She was perhaps unconscious that any

one was observing her. She may have

waited until she thought that those about

her were so busy with other things that

they wouldn't take cognizance of her.

Then we can see her modestly approach

the treasury, hastily drop in her gift,

feeling sorry that she couldn't give more,

and praying that God would use the lit-

tle she had to His glory.

This was in striking contrast with the

ostentatious Pharisees, who loved to do

their alms before men to be seen by them.

Perhaps some of them cast in their gifts

that day because they saw that Christ

was watching. They would hold up a big

coin long enough for Christ and the oth-

ers to see it before dropping it in. They

thought, not of the good it would do to

others, but of the honor it would bring to

themselves.

A remnant of the Pharisees are with us

yet. There are still a few at the end of

the pew, who “for the looks of the thing”

go through the motion of giving when the

collection box comes round, and it takes

as big a motion for a copper as it does

for a $10 bill. They will fish out a nickel

from among the greenbacks, half dollars

and quarters and land it flat on some

other man's dollar.

In the meantime Christ is keeping

watch over the treasury. He analyzes

every motive and places His estimate upon

the giver accordingly. He says, “Take

heed that ye do not your alms before

men to be seen of them; otherwise ye have

no reward of your Father which is in

heaven.” “Do not sound a trumpet as the

hypocrites do in the synagogue, but let

not thy left hand know what the right

hand doeth, that thine alms may be in

secret, and thy Father, which seeth in

secret, shall reward thee openly.” (Math

6, 1-4.)

(2) SHE DID IT IN A CHEERFUL MANNER.
The rich Pharisees then, as now, did

not give out of their abundance without

a grudge. They “gave until they felt it”

if they gave at all. To a stingy man the

gift of a nickel means parting with just

so much of his heart. Of course

,

it hurts

to cut the least particle out of a man\
heart ! The “give-till-you-feel-it” doc-

trine is safe enough for the generous

Christian, but it afiords us no relief from

the “tight wad.” What the Pharisee did

give that day he counted it no doubt as

lost. The only compensation he counted

on was a bit of honor from those who saw

him.

The only honor the widow was con-

cerned about was the honor of her Lord.

She did not begrudge all her living for

Him. She was only sorry she could not

do more. It was cheerfully given, and

she did not consider it any robbery of her-

self. She does not seem to have gone

away feeling that she had done any “big

thing.”

We ought to get to the point where we
can experience something of the joy of

giving. A wealthy man once gave a good-

ly offering to Dr. Goucher for the church's

work. He then said, “Doctor, the Bible

says, and I have heard you say, that there

is joy in giving. Now, I must say in all

my giving I have never experienced the

joy. What is it?” “Well/' said the Doc-
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tor, “I think I know, but I don't like to

tell you.” The man said, “If you know

do tell me, for I am anxious to find out.”

“Well,” said Dr. Goucher, “I think the

reason is that you have never given enough

to respect yourself.”

If a goodly number of our well-to-do

Christians would give one-half of their

wide possessions to Christian work they

would begin to experience the joy of

Christian giving as never before. “He
that soweth sparingly shall reap also

sparingly, and he which soweth bountiful-

ly shall reap also bountifully. Every

man, according as he purposeth in his

heart, so let him give
;
not grudgingly, or

of necessity, .for God loveth a cheerful

giver.” (II. Cor. 9, 6-7.)

Christ's estimate of the giver depends

thirdly on

HOW MUCH HE HAS LEFT.

The rich that passed by our Lord that

day gave more money than the widow.

But they gave scarcely a fraction as much
of themselves as the widow gave of her-

self. After they had given of their abun-

dance, they had plenty left, but this

woman had cast in all her living. Be-

cause she had done so much in compari-

son with her ability, Christ called the

disciples' attention to it, and said,

“Verity, I say unto you, that this poor

widow hath cast more in than all they

which have cast into the treasury. For

all they did cast in of their abundance;

but she of her want did cast in all that

she had, even all her living.”

This estimate is based on the amount

left after the gift was bestowed. Paul

commended the Corinthians because “that

in a great trial of affliction the abund-

ance of their joy and their deep poverty

abounded unto the riches of their liberty.”

“If there be first a willing mind, it is ac-

cepted according to that a man hath, and

not according to that he hath not.”

No doubt this woman came in for her

share of criticism. She would perhaps

be reminded that charity begins at home.

Why should she give to others when she

had so little for herself? Wasn't it risky

putting it into the public treasury ?

Those in charge might misappropriate the

funds ! This is a common way some peo-

ple have of arguing themselves out of

giving. But Christ commended the

widow, and whom Christ commends we

have no right to condemn.

Christian people should feel the obli-

gation of increasing their contributions

according to their increasing prosperity.

A pastor grown old in the service once

told the writer that there were men in

his congregation who had started with

practically nothing. They gave $20 a year

to the work of the church. Now, he said,

they have grown independently wealthy,

and they are still sticking to the $20 a

year for the Lord. Perhaps $500 would

not be as much for them now as their $20

was then. Christ's estimate on them as

givers must have grown less year by year

since it is affected by the amount they

have left.

When a man fails to give according to

his ability, to that extent there will be a

discount on the power of his prayers. He
might pray as eloquently for the conver-

sion of the world as John Knox, but the

power of that prayer will tally with the

power he has invested in the cause. If

he has only 10 cents' worth of himself

invested in the work, where his obliga-

tion calls for a dollar, he could hardly

expect to get more than 10 cents credit

on his prayer account, no matter if he

does offer a hundred-cent prayer. “Why
call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the

things which I say?”

Two practical questions come to us in

conclusion

:

(1) WHAT DO WE OWE?
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There are certain portions of the world

for which the Covenanter Church has

made herself responsible. In Asia Minor,

Syria, Cyprus and China we are respon-

sible for 1,800,000 souls. In these fields

100 souls—what would constitute an av-

erage Covenanter congregation—are go-

ing down to death every year without the

light. We are obligated to reach these

masses with the gospel. To do this every

member must invest himself according

to his ability.

Only a few of our congregations are

paying their full quota to all the schemes

of the Church. If every member had

met every scheme in full last year it would

have amounted to an average of only

about $7 per member, besides the local

expenses. This is surely a low enough

average for a Church which possesses her

share of the wealth of this world.

We wish to cite one example of Chris-

tian liberality, in the hope that other con-

gregations may catch the enthusiasm.

Topeka congregation last year reported

68 members, and 28 wage-earners on

meagre salaries. Of 30 contributors, 25

were tithers. They raised for Church

work last year $2725, reduced their ap-

plication to the board by $200 and pledged

themselves to double their foreign mis-

sionary contributions for the coming year.

On last New Year’s day they voted to be-

come self-sustaining, and ask the Board

for no further aid.

(2) HOW CAN WE PAY IT?

If the Church of the future is to meet

her obligations, the youth of the present

must be trained to do their duty. If

every child is given to understand that

one cent out of every ten is to be paid into

the Lord’s treasury, the financial prob-

lem of the future will be largely solved.

This must be no penny education. If

children get the idea that only pennies are

for the Sabbath school and Church, they

may forever work on the penny standard.

Ours is no penny religion. Why should

we teach it on the penny basis ? Pennies

are not to be despised if they fairly rep-

resent the giver; but the idea of some

that the Church is a copper trust should

be exploded. The education referred to

must begin with the example of the

parents. Where the parents are niggard-

ly toward God, you could hardly extract

a dollar from the pocket of their self-

supporting children with a pair of forceps.

The only way of fully meeting our ob-

ligations of the present is by paying on a

systematic basis. Paul’s rule was, “Upon
the first day of the week let every one of

you lay by him in store as God hath pros-

pered him.” (I. Cor. 16, 2.) This rule

calls for both systematic and proportion-

ate giving.

Our debt to Christ should be discharged

as faithfully as our debt to our fellow-

man. He gave his life for us. Surely

we will not begrudge a liberal portion of

our stored power for Him. A good mot-

to to have before us is, “Not how much
of my money will I give to God, but how
much of God’s money will I keep for

myself.” Our gifts will react upon our-

selves. “Give and it shall be given unto

you; good measure, pressed down and

shaken together, and running over, shall

men give into your bosom. For with the

same measure that ye mete withal it shall

be measured to you again.” These words

of our Master, as well as the following

words of Solomon, emphasize the re-

actionary power of service. “The liberal

soul shall be made fat
;
and he that water-

eth shall be watered also himself.”

If the opportunity for great deeds should never come, the opportunity for good

deeds is renewed for you day by day.

—

Farrar.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Syria, Latakia.—Writing January 16,

1911, Rev. Samuel Edgar sends the fol-

lowing items:

Have only time for a word, as the

French steamer has come and soon goes.

Had fine services during the week of

prayer. Following week continued the

services in preparation for communion.

Twelve came forward for examination

and eleven were received : five from the

girls’ school, three from the boys’ school,

two young men and a young woman from

the Greek church. For this evidence of

the Spirit’s working, we praise our Lord.

School in Tartoos going well; attendance

from 110- to 120. All the workers are now
in good health. Dr. Balph had a severe

cold for about two weeks, but is again on

his city route. Teachers and children in

the schools are, on the whole, in good

health.

Asia Minor, Mersina. — In a letter

dated January 20, 1911, Rev. Robert E.

Willson reports progress in the work:

We had the usual services during the

week of prayer, and our Mersina Com-

munion on the Sabbath following. On

the first day of the year, in addition to the

regular Arabic services, we held a service

in English. For the prayer meetings each

evening of the week we followed the sub-

jects suggested by the Evangelical Al-

liance. On Thursday evening, instead of

the prayer meeting, Mr. McFarland

preached, and again, further special pre-

paratory services on Saturday afternoon.

The attendance throughout the week was

about as in the usual Sabbath service, and

the attendance on Sabbath was perhaps

somewhat more. The Communion was a

very pleasant one. There were thirty-

eight communicants, including mission-

aries. Six young people were received

into the Church on the profession of

their faith. With one exception, these

were all from the homes of our own mem-
bers. There were others which manifested

an interest and were anxious to be re-

ceived at this time, but it was thought

wise that they should wait. These are

encouragements, however, which show

that in some hearts the Word is evidently

taking root, and leads us to pray with

still greater faith that God will bless His

Word.

Last Sabbath Communion was held in

Adana. It was the intention to have pre-

paratory services on Friday and Satur-

day, but owing to the very inclement

weather on Friday, there was no service

on that day. After the service on Satur-

day, a young woman was examined, and

on profession of her faith was received

into the Church. Our brethren in Adana

are truly a "little flock,” but the worker

there is exceedingly faithful, zealous and

spiritual, and continues to labor on in

the face of discouragements and difficul-

ties, and his earnest, humble life, and his

devotion to the truth is certainly a pow-

erful testimony to those whose lives are

corrupt and whose religion consists of a

form of words and endless superstitions.

The evangelist has succeeded in getting

a different house, which is a better house,

and the room used for the gatherings is

larger than the old one, but still too

small, as it would scarcefy accommodate

those who came to the service on Sabbath.

In a recent report written to Miss Ster-

rett by Mallim Mikhail, our Tarsus evan-
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gefist, he goes quite fully into the condi-

tion of the work there, and I think I

cannot do better than to embody the sub-

stance of his report in this letter. Meet-

ings were held each evening there during

the week of prayer, and many from the

different sects joined with them in these

services. The . holiday season is, with

many, a time for dissipation and revelry

and drunkenness and gambling. In

many homes there is nothing but sorrow,

and discontentment and pain. There has

been attending the services for some time

now a young man who as a child had been

in the school, and had learned something

of the principles of reading, and being in-

telligent, made good progress in his

studies. But because he was poor, it be-

came necessary for him to leave the school

and to work for his living. . In the course

of time, he. seemed to forget what good

he had learned in the school, but being

strong and healthy, he made good progress

in his work. He was deceived by his as-

sociates into thinking he would never be

a man until he learned to drink and

gamble. So he followed that course, and

also led his brother in the same evil way.

By his quick wits he soon became an ex-

pert in the gambling and won much
money in this way. “The training in the

youth is like letters graven in the stone.”

His conscience troubled him and he was

not satisfied with his course. He tried

every worldly means to break off these as-

sociations, and succeeded for about four-

teen months, but after that returned to

his old habits worse than ever. After-

ward he returned to the church and be-

gan again to read God’s Word. At first

it was all dark to him, but as he read

again and again, he began to understand.

He saw the wickedness and folly of his

ways and came to see that with the Lord

alone was the power to break away from

these evil habits. He continues to come

regularly to the church and to read in

the Bible, and by his life in the home,

and at his work, and in the market seeks

to honor Christ, and it is the testimony of

all who come in contact with him that he

is a changed man. He also brings his

brother to church with him. Last Lord’s

day he made a speech in the prayer meet-

ing, and said that all merely human at-

tempts at reformation were useless, that

only by the power of the Holy Spirit

could there come a change that would be

real and lasting, and he pointed to his

own experience as an example.

The school continues to increase day by

day. There is now a total enrollment of

about fifty-eight. The evangelist has

been able to sell a good number of books

to the sheikhs in the villages, and the

reading room continues to be a popular

gathering place for conversation and dis-

cussion. There seems to be less opposi-

tion now than was manifested at the

opening of the school.

When we were in Adana, Mallim

Hanna stated that the Moslems were

buying arms, a thing which they did not

like to see, in view of the recent experi-

ence they have had there of the reckless

way in which they may use them. For

about a week we have been having quite

a touch of winter. We saw a real snow-

storm in Adana, and there has been plenty

of ice for the past few. mornings. The

circle here have nearly all been taking a

turn at having the cold, but all are better

at present.

Cyprus, Larnaca.—Under date of Jan-

uary 6, 1911, Rev. Walter McCarroll

writes to Olive Trees :

The past eight months are like a dream.

The packing, unpacking and repacking

again, the sojourn here and the stay there,

the constant traveling about, are flitting

fancies of a dream, and we awake to find
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ourselves in our quiet Cyprus home, and

life, like a placid stream, flowing on the

even tenor of its way, apparently undis-

turbed by our coming or going. Our last

journey was begun in a blizzard, which de-

veloped into a hurricane on the Atlantic

and ended in a row of a mile through the

surging waters. In spite of the inclem-

ency of the weather, many warm hearts

and friendly faces bade us farewell in

Union Depot, Pittsburg, and a band of

loyal supporters of the missionary enter-

prise was present at the steamer to bid

us “godspeed.” While in some parts there

seemed to be little or no interest in Mis-

sions, yet, those last days served to show

us that the missionary earnestness and

enthusiasm of the home Church are not

flagging, and that Cyprus has its earnest

intercessors or “remembrances” in the

home land.

Perhaps one of the greatest privileges

enjoyed in America was the opportunity

to attend the world’s conference on the

Christian principles of civil government.

This conference was a striking object les-

son on the fact that the work of the

Kingdom of God cannot be divided up

into air-tight compartments and carried

on independently. The conference on the

Christian principles of civil government

was a foreign missionary gathering and

conference. Such a conference on such a

theme had no more loyal and hearty sup-

porters than the foreign missionaries. On
the other hand, there are no more effec-

tive “foreign missionaries” than those

engaged in the work of “national reforma-

tion” in the home land.

The voyage from New York to Naples

was an uneventful one, except for the

rather monotonous one of rough weather

most of the time; but fortunately we es-

caped the usual “mal de mer,” owing, as

we thought, to the good offices of Mother-

sill’s seasick remedy. Whether the good

results were due to the patent medicine,

imagination or Christian Science, will

perhaps depend on the viewpoint of the

“unbelieving infidel at any rate, we re-

joiced in being immune “for the nonce”

from the dreaded seasickness. We made
connections in Naples with the steamer

that we hoped to get, viz., the Orione, of

the Italian Line, but there was not much
time to lose. We had just time enough to

get our baggage transferred across the

pier and get our places before our steamer

had slipped its cable and the second stage

of our journey had begun. The Orione

was bound for Cyprus, but not direct. A
stop of a few hours was made at Messina,

which suffered so terribly from the earth-

quake of recent date. The ruins were

still visible. A few hours’ sail in a calm

sea along the shore of Sicily brought us

to Catina, where we had a fine view of

Mt. Mlna.

Three days later found us in Alexan-

dria, where our steamer lay for two days,

which we did not altogether regret, as it

gave us an opportunity to visit some

friends there. From Alexandria to Beirut

and thence to Larnaca, Cyprus, terra

firma, and home. It is fine to be in the

home land, but finer still to be. at home,

for “there is no place like home,” even

though it be in faraway Cyprus.

We found everything going along quiet-

ly and smoothly. The school was in good

shape, and though not as many students

as we had hoped for, yet probably about

all that could be satisfactorily handled

with the accommodations at our disposal.

Messrs. Edgar and Stewart have been do-

ing fine work in training and teaching the

boys, and we are hopeful that many of

them will experience that “saving

change,” which makes a man a “new

creature” in Christ Jesus.

The medical department is in abeyance

at the present time, but we hope not per-
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manently, as the services of the doctor

seem to be in great demand in Nicosia.

My brother is greatly missed, especially

by the Turkish speaking part of the pop-

ulation, and when I visited Nicosia many
were very earnest in asking for his re-

turn, and they emphasized the point that

they were not merely asking for a doctor,

however well qualified, but for their own
doctor, who, by his manner, had gained

the “open sesame” to their homes. It is

the hope and desire of all in the Mission

likewise that he should return, for his in-

fluence will be very helpful to the school

and evangelistic work.

During the past month I have given a

part of my time to visiting in the homes

of our members, and of our school boys.

In nearly every home visited, the oppor-

tunity to read and explain a portion of the

gospel was freely given, so that one has

at least the satisfaction of pointing others

to the Saviour, whether visible results ap-

pear or not.

The Spirit is moving to prayer here in

behalf of a revival, a time of quickening

in this Mission, and we take it as a hope-

ful sign that many of the Lord’s inter-

cessors are uniting with us in behalf of

that definite outpouring of the Spirit in

this land. Let the ascending prayers, like

the moisture, descend in “showers of bless-

ing.”

China, Tak Hin^. — Writing January

10, 1911, Mrs. J. M. Wright gives an ac-

count of the work, including the Com-
munion services

:

PREPARATORY SERVICES.
- - - Last week was the week of prayer,

and it seemed very fitting to begin the

year with seasons of prayer. Rev. D. R.

Taggart preached in English on the even-

ing of January 1 a very helpful sermon

to an appreciative audience. English

sermons are rare treats here, and Rev.

Taggart has been very kind. This is his

third sermon, and it means much to

study Chinese all week and preach in

English on Sabbath. Each evening dur-

ing the week, meetings of praise and

prayer were held. - - -

Members and those interested in things

pertaining to the gospel began to gather

in from the country, and when services

opened on Friday the house was full.

Rev. J. K. Robb preached at 11 o’clock.

In the afternoon Session convened and

candidates for membership were ques-

tioned. There were six received, and a

number of others held over for another

time. Friday evening was spent in

presenting the Pocket Testament League

idea to the members. It was well re-

ceived, and since then quite a number

have purchased small editions of the New
Testament and the Gospels to give to

friends and interested neighbors with a

promise that the receiver will read a por-

tion daily.

On Saturday Dr. A. I. Robb preached,

and afterward the applicants were bap-

tized. The first was a man of some fifty

years, living fifteen miles north of us
;
an-

other, one of our. personal teachers, who

has been hesitating some time, but at last

was given grace to confess Jesus before

men
;
another man from the country ;

and

a boy from Do Sing, who is in Rev.

Kempf’s school. A woman of middle age

and one of the school girls were also re-

ceived. Mrs. Doig remarked that she had

never been so impressed in her life as

when these six
—

“old men and children

small”—took a stand on the Lord’s side.

Some one replied, “These things take on

a new meaning when we see them enacted

in a heathen land.”

The lesson for the meeting Saturday

evening was Paul’s letter to Philemon,

the runaway slave Onesimus, who returned

to Philemon as a brother and fellow

worker in the Lord.
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COMMUNION SABBATH.

Sabbath, the great day, was most beau-

tiful. After the morning sermon and the

invitation to the feast, 102 men, women
and children, native and foreign, gathered

around the Table of the Lord to com-

memorate His dying love for guilty sin-

ners. Heaven seems very near on such

occasions, yet we are not long allowed

to forget that we are in a land of heath-

enism. While we were seated around

the Sacramental Table, listening to the

words of the preacher, a crowd of merry-

makers, or perhaps wbrshippers, passed by

the door, making great din and noise with

horns, cymbals and gongs. But these

soon passed on, and few, if any, of those

within were in the least troubled or dis-

turbed.

Sabbath afternoon, after the regular

evangelistic meeting in. the chapel, five

different homes were visited and short

gospel talks given. The house-to-house

visitation is opening up faster than we

can keep pace with it. Dr. Kate McBur-

ney has this work in charge, while those

who have charge of the girls’ school, Miss

Dean and Mrs. Janet Robb, have started

a Sabbath school up street. Leung Sz

Nai, formerly a teacher in the school,

now gathers in a dozen or more children

from the street, and teaches them Bible

verses and questions for an hour or more

on Sabbath afternoons. We need twice

our number to do the work that is ready

now to do. Who will come?

Sabbath evening the services of the

week closed with a very fitting lesson on

“Brotherly Love,” conducted by Chue Hon
Shang, one of Dr. Robb’s first class of

seminary students. He is now employed

in teaching in the woman’s school, and

as far as we can judge, lives blameless be-

fore all. The Chinese students took an

active part in the services of* the week

and Rev. J. K. Robb has remarked sev-

eral times how much help they give.

He is pleased with the members of session,

and the wisdom they show in discharging

the duties that fall upon them.

Thus passed a very helpful communion

season, one that should give us much spir-

itual strength for the duties of the year

upon which we have entered. We hope

and pray that before it ends we may have

more workers and more work to do.

SCHOOLS.

Schools will close for the Chinese New
Year holidays in another week. Two of

the school girls will be married the day

following. One will be the wife of one

of the student preachers, and the other

marries his brother, who is in Rev.

Ivempf’s school. The bridegrooms are

members of the Chung Clan. The wed-

ding takes place in the chapel. Some one

will undoubtedly write up the affair.

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.

Hospital work is crowding now. The

new operating table sent by Seattle Sab-

bath school and others arrived just in

time. Three cases are in; one, a cancer

case, is being done this afternoon. The

patient, a woman from Fung Chuen, a

city some fifteen miles above Do Sing, is

pleasant and refined. Her husband seems

to be a man of some consequence, and we

hope good things for them. It may be

the means of opening up work in that

place.

Itinerating work has been started again

and Dr. Wright hopes to make regular

trips soon. Just to-day word came from

Wu Chow that ponies were there for us.

It will be easier to ride twenty miles than

to walk, and will give more time for the

dispensary work. - - -

The other day a patient came to the

hospital suffering from a tumor below

his knee. There was some hemorrhage

that refused to respond to his crude treat-

ment. Dr. Scott put on a ligature and



News of the Churches. 59

fixed him up in good shape. But he soon

became restless and was not suited with

the bandage and removed all the dress-

ings. The bleeding began again ;
he tried

gunpowder and other things, but finally

was compelled to come back to the Doc-

tor and admit that her plan was better

than any plan he had. He is still in the

hospital, and is very willing to leave his

case in the haijds of the foreign phy-

sicians. —
Things in the schools and some of the

homes have been made interesting by an

epidemic of measles that has been going

the rounds. But all are better now, and

glad the trouble is past.

The woman who helps the girls in

school with their work has been ill. Not

long since she took three days’ medicines

in one, and thought she would never re-

cover. It w~as more fright than pain
;
but

Miss Dean and several others assured her

that she need not fear, and the woman
has been better ever since. I write these

things to let you know that the duties of

a missionary are many and varied.

Teaching from a testament is only one of

them. But we are happy in our work,

and wish those at home who have so much
leisure, knew what a joyful service it is

to do things for others.

In a personal letter from Mrs. Julius

Kempf there is a sentence or two that we

pass on to our readers

:

There were 101 who communed, 87 of

whom were Chinese. When we stop to

think that such a short time ago these

people were in heathen darkness, we have

much to be thankful for. Indeed our

churches at home could learn a lesson

from these poor people, as to attendance

and attention. Opposite us at the table

was a woman with a baby about a month

old strapped to her back, who had been

present during the entire service.

In a personal letter of the same date

Bev. J. K. Bobb encloses a few pictures:

“One of them,” he writes, “shows our

Clerk of Session and his wife and baby.

Mr. and Mrs. Ch’ue Hon Shaxg.

His duties as clerk are in some respects

different from those of such officers in

our home congregations. We are keeping

a record of those who have been instru-

mental in bringing those who apply for

baptism to a knowledge of the gospel. So

our clerk proceeds to put candidates for

baptism through a course of questioning

that would be startling in some places.

His name, place of residence, age, whether

married or single; if married, how many
children; who taught him, etc., are some

of the many questions put to them, aside

from those that deal with their knowledge

of the gospel. All the elders take part in

the examination, but the clerk asks about

the strictly personal matters, such as the

foregoing questions.

“The picture of the child is that of the

clerk’s baby. It is his first and only one,

and you never saw a man more proud over

his baby. He is certainly justified in hav-

ing some feeling of that kind over her.
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for she is as pretty a little child as you

would often see. The other picture is a

sort of blending of the Orient and Oeci-

A Little Covenanter Girl of Tak Hing Chau.

dent, except that the Oriental does not

seem to be blending very well, judging by

the expression of her face. If you care to

The Orient and the Occident.

publish this picture of the clerk and his

wife and baby, you may do so. Some of

the people at home would perhaps have a

more lively interest in him through know-

ing his name, which is ChJue Hon Shang.

The Oriental and Occidental picture is

sent principally for your own and Mrs.

Sommerville’s entertainment.” How-
ever, we pass it on to our readers.

A personal letter from Dr. J. M.

Wright, dated December 27, 1910, re-

ports items of interest:

- - - All are enjoying good health. We
had frost yesterday morning and also this

morning. Frost is a luxury, so to speak,

in this part of the world. Saturday was

the day set in the Chinese calendar on

which autumn changes to winter. It is

the custom on this day to have a feast,

the principal meat eaten to be the flesh

of the duck. The fall harvest is at the

close. The rice in many places was a

good crop.

Dr. A. I. Kobb and his students are

holding meetings at Ma Hui for a few

days. Eev. J. A. Kempf has secured a

fine place for the boys* school, which will

be a great help to him and to his work.

The people who arrived lately in Tak

Hing are all adjusting themselves to their

surroundings nicely, and working hard

and faithfully to master the language.

Last Communion a number signified

their pleasure to have some one come to

their homes from time to time to hold

services. Since then. Dr. Kate McBur-

ney and a number of Chinese women go

every Sabbath afternoon to some home

to which they have been invited and hold

services. A great many are thus brought

in contact with the gospel who otherwise

would not attend meetings.

The boat people are a neglected class

in China. Those in our vicinity seem

to be an orderly and well behaved people.
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and we were glad when twTo of the girls

entered the girls’ school.

An official letter to the Foreign Board

from Dr. Ida M. Scott, dated Dec. 27,

1910, was accompanied with a personal

communication to ns, parts of which we

pass on to the churches:

I cannot imagine what it would

be like to have nothing to do
;
there seems

to be no end of things to be done—new

opportunities, new doors opening almost

every day, the only trouble being there

is no one to enter many of thenu

TOUCHING INCIDENTS.

A few days ago a little, dirty, ragged,

forlorn sick boy of eleven years, came to

us. His parents and an older sister had

died, leaving him and an older brother

(thirteen years), and though he had

cousins, they did not want him—prob-

ably because he was delicate and not able

for work. He was told to come to the

foreigners and they would help him; so

he found his way to us. It awakened the

sympathy of every one when they heard

the little lad’s story, and it was very easy

to find some one who would be good for

his support; but our help was not needed

long. He only lived three days, and to-

day the little corpse was laid in the grave.

How much of the gospel he got in the

time he was here I do not know, but we

trust the Saviour, Who took the children

in His arms and blessed them, would

look in mercy on this little lad, who had

no one to love him.

Yesterday a tiny blind girl was brought

to us. The mother had died and the

father put the babe in an earthen jar

and set it out by the river side to die. A
neighbor woman heard its cries and had

compassion on it and brought it to us

to see if we could restore its sight. We
asked her to stay several days, and it

would give her opportunity to learn the

doctrine, and meantime we would see

what could be done for the babe. She had

children of her own, though, and said

she could not stay at night, but could

come every day; but to-day she did not

come, and we think perhaps the babe is

dead, as it seemed so frail yesterday.

ENCOURAGEMENTS.
Everything that comes is not sad

though. Recently there has been a great

change in one of our teachers. He used

to scoff at religion, and the only thing

that made him willing to teach the for-

eigner was for the money that was in it.

He now is not only friendly, but has in-

dicated his intention to come into the

Church, has brought some near relatives

to be in the employ of the foreigners, and

we have every reason to believe he has

been “talking the doctrine” to others, and

to-day he said he thought it would not

be long until very many men in the city

of Tak Hing would come into the Church.

That he should make that remark is one

of the most encouraging things I have

heard since coming to China.

Last week, Dr. Robb received a letter

from a Kansas man, saying he had money

he wanted to send us, and for Dr. Robb

to ask for it and it would come. I am
sure there are many others in the Church

who are as ready, or will be, when they

become impressed with the fact that each

member of the Covenanter Church is re-

sponsible for an average of two hundred

souls. It is enough to overwhelm one

when he stops to think that each member
of the Church is responsible for as many
as would make a large congregation.

The Master came not only to tell us to live rightly, and to show us how to live

rightly, but to create in us the power to live rightly .—Bishop Huntington.
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MONOGRAPHS.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF CHINA.
I have been repeatedly reminded that it

is my duty to write for Olive Trees my
first impressions of China, and though I

have not the pen of a ready writer, I

shall be glad if I write anything that will

be of interest to the Church at home.

ON THE WAY.
I began to receive new impressions

shortly after I left home, for I had never

been further west than Kansas. After a

very pleasant trip by rail, I was met at

Seattle by kind friends, whose hospitality

and fellowship I was privileged to enjoy

for a few days before sailing.

Seattle certainly has a live, wideawake

congregation, both pastor and people

showing great interest in both home and

foreign missions. Here I first met Rev.

and Mrs. Kempf and Mrs. Doig, and Rev.

Kempf’s addresses on Sabbath served to

impress me more deeply of China’s great

need, and of the great privilege it is to

be called to the work there. After a fare-

well reception at the home of Mr. Love,

Mrs. Wright, Paul and I left Seattle with

many pra}rers and “godspeeds,” and joined

the rest of our party at Vancouver, where

we boarded the SS. Monteagle. All en-

joyed the voyage very much, not one of us

being seasick, and besides, we made the

acquaintance of quite a number of new

and returning missionaries.

We made a few short stops in Japan,

which prepared us in a Avay for what we
were to see in China, it being a sort of

middle ground between the civilization of

America and the heathenism of China.

ARRIVAL AT HONG KONG.

Dr. Scott and Dr. Wright met us at

Hong Kong, and gave a hearty welcome

both to those who were returning and to

those who were coming to China for the

first time. I spent a few days at Cheung

Chau, with the Wrights, before going to

Tak Hing. While there I spent a little

time seeing Hong Kong, which is a very

nice city, beautifully situated on and

around a mountain, overlooking one of

the world’s greatest harbors. Not only

great ocean liners and warships, freight-

ing steamers and river boats, but hundreds

of smaller boats of every description were

seen all the time, from the Chinese junk

that is the same as was used many hun-

dreds of years ago, to a modern gasolene

launch. The city is said to have a float-

ing population of several thousands, who

know no home but a Chinese house boat,

whole families living, in a very small boat

with only the bare necessities of life.

Perhaps one of the first impressions I

received in Hong Kong was that it would

be a fine place for lazy people to live, for

the place is thronged with “rickisha”

men, sedan chairs and coolies, all eager to

pull or carry you and your parcels any

place you want to go for five or ten cents

Mexican, which is equal to about half the

amount in gold. At first I felt cruel and

inhuman, being pulled or carried about

by a human being, but my conscience

gradually became hardened on that point

and now I am almost glad to help them

to earn their daily “rice.”

Hong Kong is an English city, and

while a great many foreigners live there,

there are also a great many Chinese, and

a good share of the business seems to be

done by them. It is certainly an art, to

be able to buy anything from a Chinese

and not get the worst of the bargain.

Shopping in China is not always pleasure

unalloyed, nor conducive to the exercise

of all of the Christian graces, which you
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can easily believe when I tell yon that

we spent almost all of one forenoon buy-

ing two plain, nntrimmed pith sun hats,

worth about 75 cents gold each, and Dr.

Scott is considered one of the best in the

Mission, too, at driving a bargain with

the Chinese. They usually ask an ex-

orbitant price for their goods, but in-

stead of paying it, you offer them a very

much smaller sum, which they immedi-

ately reject, as it would make them “lose

face.” Then you raise your offer and

they accept it, having saved their “face”

by perhaps the very small margin of a

penny or two. Or if you refuse to buy at

their first price and walk away, they will

follow and urge you to buy at a reduced

price, rather than “lose face” by losing

the sale. They seem to delight in “talk-

ing price,” and never seem too much
rushed with business to spend a great deal

of time over the sale of a mere trifle.

AT TAK HING.

The Chinese shops are very curious,

with the whole front open, and what ap-

pears to be almost their whole stock of

goods out on display, often out in the

street. If they do not have what you

want, you may rest at ease while they

search the neighboring shops for it.

Many of the stores in the coast cities are

quite up to date, but those of Tak Hing
are still in a most primitive state. The

streets are very narrow and crooked, in

some places rudely paved with stone or

brick, and you need to be very careful or

you may collide with, not street cars,

automobiles or delivery wagons, but

women or coolies earning great burdens

suspended from a pole across their shoul-

ders—grass, wood, rice, poultry or pigs.

Or you may tread on some grocer’s stock

of peanuts or fried cakes that are out on

display, and more than likely you will

have to turn aside several times to avoid

a hen with a brood of chickens, or a

Poland China mother and her litter of five

little pigs, for these as well as cats, dogs

and babies seem to be privileged charac-

ters, even on “Fifth Avenue” and “Wall

Street.”

The Chinese houses are utterly devoid

of every comfort—dark, cheerless, dirty,

crowded and unventilated, except by a

door and occasionally a very small open-

ing. Their cooking is done on a sort of

stove or fireplace, made with a few bricks,

and as there are no chimneys or windows,

the smoke rises to the ceiling and fills the

room, to be breathed by the inmates. They

sometimes have a table and chairs, but

often only rude benches and little stools,

earth or brick floors, and no books, pic-

tures or anything to make a place cheery

and homelike. Yet, in spite of it all, they

seem contented and happy in their way,

but how pitiful and miserable they are

compared to the home comforts we enjoy.

HELPLESS CONDITION OF NATIVES.

The contrast between our life and

theirs, physically, is very marked, but in

our spiritual and moral life it is very

much greater. They have the necessities

of physical life, meager though they seem

to us, but spiritually they have nothing

—

worse than nothing. Their minds and

souls are bound and fettered by ancient

customs and heathen superstitions, and

they live in constant fear of the evil

spirits, which haunt them day and night.

They worship their idols very conscien-

tiously, and strive hard to please them;

but they get no deliverance and no hope.

Many of them realize and acknowledge

this, but if they forsake their idols, what

can they worship or to whom can they

go? So they must live and die in super-

stition and darkness, unless we bring to

them the Light of the Gospel. The Cov-

enanter Church is responsible for the sal-

vation of thousands of precious souls in

China, and if we fail to meet our re-
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sponsibilities, “what will ye say when He
shall punish thee ?” There are now twelve

salaried workers at Tak Hing and Do
Sing, and they are doing all they can,

but there are thousands in Tak Hing alone

who have not yet heard the gospel.

HAPPY MISSIONARIES.

One of the first impressions I received

at Tak Hing was that I had never seen

any persons so deeply in love with their

work, so busy working for others, or so

genuinely happy as the missionaries at

Tak Hing and Do Sing seem to be. I

have been here only a short time, but long

enough to be able to say that if people

at home could realize only a little of the

joy and satisfaction there is in the work

we wnuld not call so long in vain for

ministers, physicians and teachers to man
the field.

GIRLS’ SCHOOL.

The first day I was here I visited the

girls’ school during their Thursday after-

noon Bible class, and though I didn’t un-

derstand a word that was said, it more

than repaid me for all I had given up to

come to China, just to hear them read

the Bible and pray to “Our Father” in

their own language, and when they sang

“Old Hundred,” in closing, I could only

“make melody in my heart to the Lord.”

Those who have made the school what

it is, have much reason to be proud of

it, for it would compare very favorably

—

yes, it would put to shame many of our

Sabbath schools and prayer meetings at

home, in many ways. Young girls lead

the prayer meetings, lead in prayer and

make remarks, and even the smallest have

their verses to read. It is wonderful how

many Bible verses they commit. It some-

times takes Miss Dean two hours to hear

them say the verses they have learned

during the week. One of the missionaries

said some of the girls knew the New Tes-

tament so well she was almost afraid to

try to quote a verse for fear they would

have to correct her.

But we wouldn’t have you think that

is all they learn, for they also have the

“three Rs” and other branches, as well as

sewing, and help with their cooking.

They are just as happy and dear and

lovable as American children, and very

easily find their way into your heart.

There are about thirty girls in school

now, and others have to be turned away

because the house is full to overflowing

now. I wish you could see them crowded

around three tables about four feet square

to eat rice, and also take a peep into the

two sleeping rooms, crowded so full of

beds that there is only room to walk be-

tween them, and you would not wonder

that we are asking for more buildings.

Plans are being made to start a day

school for girls in the city of Tak Hing,

in order to reach girls who are not will-

ing to stay with the “foreign devils,” and

who cannot, according to good Chinese

custom, walk so far to come every day to

the Mission, which is about a mile from

the city proper. As we go along the

streets we see dozens of the “dear little

dirty wretches,” and long to be able to

help them.

POINTS OF INTEREST.

I could write at great length about the

different departments of the work here:

the fine preachers Dr. Robb is turning

out at the training school; of the boys in

Mr. Kempf’s school
;
the many interesting

cases that come to the hospital; our lit-

tle blind girls; and the dear old stupid

grandmothers who are trying so hard to

learn to read; as well as trips to neigh-

boring villages with Dr. Kate McBurney.

All at the Mission are well and enjoying

fine winter weather, with roses and many

other flowers in full bloom.

Rose Huston.

Tak Hing, China.
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A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AND NOW.
A hundred years ago there were less

than 100 missionaries in the field; to-day

there are about 22,000.

A century ago the Bible was translated

into only 65 languages; within the cen-

tury it has been translated into over 500

languages and made accessible to more

than 800,000,000 of the human race, with

its mighty moral and educational uplift.

A hundred years ago there were no

medical missionaries and more than two-

thirds of the world was without adequate

medical knowledge; to-day there are sev-

eral hundred medical missionaries treat-

ing annually over 3,000,000 patients.

A century ago there was a little handful

of mission schools
; to-day there are more

than 29,000 mission schools and colleges,

educating a million and a half students

and pupils in the great strategic centers

of the Orient.

A hundred years ago a few thousand

dollars were given annually to foreign

missions; to-day missionary contributions

amount to about $25,000,000 annually,

while about $5,000,000 is given by foreign

converts.

It took nearly a century to win the

first million Protestant Christians; the

second million were won within twelve

years; it is taking less than six years to

win the third million.

During 1909, on foreign mission fields,

we gained 2,600 communicants every

week and over 10,000 Christian adherents,

or a total of 581,000 new adherents.

There are to-day in the world 4,866,661

Protestant Christian adherents on mission

fields.

Sixty years ago there was not a pro-

fessing Protestant Christian in Japan, not

one in Korea, less than fifty in the

Chinese Empire and a few thousands in

India. To-day there is a Protestant com-

munity of 70,000 adherents in Japan,

200,000 in Korea, nearly half a million

in China, and a million souls in India.

India, with one possible exception, is

the hardest mission field in the world, but

even India is becoming, slowly but surely,

Christian. The government census tells

the tale. During the last ten years, while

the population increased two and one-half

per cent., Protestant native Christians in-

creased more than sixty-two and one-half

per cent.

While the Hindus lost a fraction of

one per cent., and while the Parsees gained

four per cent., the Jews six per cent., the

Mohammedans eight per cent., Protest-

ant Indian Christians increased more than

sixty-two and one-half per cent.

In China the Protestant community' has

increased about one hundred per cent,

every seven years. The Boxer uprising

tried to wipe out Christianity, but the

Church has gained more converts in the

eight years since the Boxer uprising than

in the first eighty years of missions in

China.

In Korea, a nation is being ‘fijorn in a

day.” Twenty-five years ago there was

not a Christian in the country. Twenty

years ago, seven men met behind closed

doors to take the communion of the Lord's

Supper. To-day, with over 200,000 Prot-

estant adherents, they have gained an

average of one convert an hour, night and

day, during the twenty-five years that the

missionaries have been in Korea.

Increasing now at the rate of about

thirty-three per cent, a year, if the pres-

ent rate of increase should continue,

Korea would be a Christian country with-

in thirty years, to be followed later by the

Philippines, Japan, China and India.

If space permitted, pages could be given

describing transformed communities that

I have seen in India and other lands.

—

George Sherwood Eddy in Great Events.
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WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT.

Mrs. T. H. Acheson and Mrs. J. S. Martin, Editors.

MISSION STUDY.

Conducted by Mrs. F. M. Wilson.

WESTERN WOMEN IN EASTERN LANDS.

LESSON VI.—CHAPTER VI.

This is a most important chapter. It

is the summing up of all that has gone

before. It is like the practical applica-

tion of a sermon and should bring each

mission study class face to face with the

question^ ‘What are we going to do about

it?”

The author outlines the lesson for us

and presents the four “problems,” viz.,

meeting our responsibilities on the field,

reaching our constituency, adjusting our

relations to the denominational boards,

and developing co-operation and united

action.

The end might best be reached by a

free discussion of each “problem.” A
leader for each could be appointed. Let

her present facts, answer objections and

make practical suggestions.

“The World’s Evangelization,” by John

E. Mott, and “The Wonderful Challenge

to This Generation of Christians,” by

Eobt. E. Speer, costing five cents each,

forty cents a dozen, will be found exceed-

ingly helpful in presenting the first

“problem.” Get them from the Student

Volunteer Movement, 125 East Twenty-

seventh Street, New York. They should

be circulated in each missionary society.

Better still, if each member had them.

The facts Mr. Speer cites, presented for

consideration under the first “problem”

in our lesson, that we have sufficient re-

sources in men, money and machinery,

may be well put before the class in charts

and figures.

That we have the men and women to do

the work. There are 1,200,000 college

graduates in one generation. If 4 per

cent, of those who graduate in this gen-

eration would volunteer, it would give an

army of 48,000. Show this by a ten-inch

square labeled “College Graduates in One

Generation; 1,200,000.” Beside it a two-

inch square marked “Four Per Cent, of

These, 48,000.”

Germany, Great Britain, Canada and

the United States had in 1906 1,148,000

men enlisted in their armies. One out of

every 150 of the population enlisted to

kill. “We ought to be able to spare one

out of every 1,000 for the armies enlisted

to save. That would send out a mission-

ary host of 200,000, more than twenty

times the size of the body now at work.”

The United States had 77,000 soldiers

in the Philippines in 1906, more soldiers

than we would need missionaries to evan-

gelize the world.

Mr. Mott says, “The Mormon Church

number only 250,000, but it has 1700

missionaries at work in this and other

lands. If they need more, it is said their

system would enable them to send out

between 7000 and 8000.”

As to the money resources, the wealth

of Protestant Christians in 1906 was

$66,000,000,000. They gave one three-

thousand-five-hundredth of it to foreign

missions.

“It would take the Christian Church,

giving at the present rate, 6,300 years to

give as much money to foreign missions as

the bank clearings of the United States

amounted to in eleven months.”

Protestants of the world give one one-

hundred-and-seventy-fifth of their income

to missions. This might be shown by a
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chart. A figure thirteen and a half inches

square. In the center color one square

inch red. This will represent the one one-

hundred-and-seventy-fifth of the income

given and show the contrast between that

and the whole income, represented by the

larger square.

“The United States might have main-

tained during the nineteenth century a

staff of 95,000 missionaries on the field

every year for what was spent on her

army, navy and her pensions alone.”

. “A pyramid may be built, ‘How Ameri-

can Women Expend Their Money/ At the

bottom, candy, 178,000,000; ice cream

soda, 107,000,000; tea and coffee, 98,-

000,000; patent medicine, 75,000,000;

jewelry, 60,000,000 ;
chewing gum, 15,-

000,000; foreign missions, 4,000,000.

Make the lowest block 17.8 inches long;

the next, 10.7 inches; the next 9.8; the

next 74 ;
the next 6 ;

the next TJ, and the

last, foreign missions, two-fifths of an

inch.”

“Women could save enough from ice

cream soda and candy bills to put $85,-

000,000 a year into foreign missions and

still have $4 apiece left for every woman
and child to spend annually on candy and

soft drinks. If men would tithe their

cigars, there would be an embarrassment

of riches in the missionary treasury.”

Bring out the thought that much of

the preliminary work has already been

accomplished. Also show how the oppor-

tunities and facilities put in the hands

of the Church have increased. Mott de-

velops this on pages 13 and 14 of his

“World’s Evangelization.”

The other three problems should be

Studied, as they apply to each class or

missionary s&eiety individually. Meas-

ure by the standard on page 252. Ask

and answer the questions on 279—10, 11,

12, 14 and 15 especialfy.

APACHE, OKLA.
What are some of the results in the

school we have helped to support among

the Indians and for whom we are re-

sponsible ?

This is a proper question to ask, by all

whose gifts have made this work possible,

and we give the facts below in answer.

Every year, children are brought in

from homes where no interest is taken in

anything good, and each child forms a

strong tie between the parents and the

Mission. Men and women who otherwise

would never come near the Church, are

brought into contact with its teachings

during their visits to their children. This

may not be of much effect in some cases,

but we believe that through the children,

they may come to understand the truths,

made the foundation of all our teaching.

At our last Communion time, a

Comanche woman answered Mrs. Carith-

ers’ question, as to starting on the way,

by saying, “I’m waiting until my little

daughter (a bright loving child of ten

years) learns, and she will show me the

way.”

Will it not be worth while to give this

child most careful training to fit her for

being a leader in her home?
As for the children themselves, the aim

of the school is to prepare them for active

service among their people, or for entrance

into the heavenly home if the call comes

early.

In the new homes about us, where one

or both parents were educated at the

Mission, we see evidences of the conscien-

tious work of our far-seeing pioneer

teachers. They would feel well repaid, if

they could see the attention given to the

homes, to the care and training of the

children, the interest in farm work as

well as outside affairs.

The school has given the congregation
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its interpreters, whose accurate Bible

knowledge forms the best possible prepar-

ation for their share in the Church ser-

vices.

To those returning to non-Christian

homes comes the severest test, as they

meet the cold indifference shown by their

friends to those things they have learned

to value. Temptations of many kinds

meet them at every turn, and to some,

even years of training have not given suf-

ficient force to withstand these, when away

from the shelter of the school. But in

the belief that the truth given will assert

itself in these lives, we ask our Covenan-

ter young people, in their sheltered homes,

to join us in praying that strength may
be given to these weak ones.

The efforts of those who have left the

school, to practice the every-day virtues

in homes where surroundings are not

helpful, is encouraging. Patience with

little children and old people, the attempt

to control unruly tempers, and the will-

ingness to enter into plans for the im-

provement of the homes, all show a

growth in Christian graces.

Would any one say that the endeavor to

educate boys and girls capable of such de-

velopment, has not been worth while?

But what of those to whom long years

of active life are denied? As we name

over those school children, who when

under twenty years of age, have fallen

victims to the scourge of consumption,

we are glad of the chance given to make

the road plain all the way through.

At our Thanksgiving service, one spe-

cial blessing mentioned was the assurance

we had been given, that the three young

men of our congregation, called away this

year, had been granted an abundant en-

trance into the heavenly home. Ernest,

Tenapper and Robb had been led by their

years of training here to publicly declare

their purpose to follow the Way.

Would any one say that the effort put

forth for them had not been worth while?

Occasionally, we still see the old men
and women gathered for the service con-

nected with their old form of worship

—

the ghost dance. So satisfied are they with

this faith, with its faint shadow of the

truth, that they feel no need of anything

better.

How glad we should be for the oppor-

tunity to train the children.

Should we not put forth every effort in

the firm belief that future years will see

a strong band of young Indian Christians,

having the knowledge and ability to lead

their people into the Light ?
#

Will it not be worth while to have had a

share in making these children true ligh't-

bearers ?

Emma and Mary McFarland.

EDUCATIONAL WORK FOR WOMEN IN

CHINA.

At a meeting of the executive commit-

tee, held January 12, it was decided to

ask the members of our Presbyterial to

give their thank-offerings this year to

“Educational Work for Women in

China.” This decision was laid before

the Board of Foreign Missions at a meet-

ing held January 31, and was approved.

It is intended that the money contrib-

uted to this object shall be applied to

either the present or to enlarged educa-

tional work. The school at Tak Hing has

been supported by special contributions,

but the fund is now low, so that our gifts

will be very timely. The work for the

blind is done in connection with the school

and as yet has been confined to two or

three little girls, with very hopeful re-

sults. The opportunities for such work

are many and will grow increasingly.

The importance of doing more for

women in mission fields, is laid upon the

minds and hearts of Christian women as
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never before. All missionaries are agreed

that there can be no permanent elevation

of heathen life until the home is elevated.

That means educated, Christian wives and

mothers, besides teachers and other work-

ers. Only women can reach the heathen

woman, and the native women can do it

best. The necessity for schools and other

means of instruction is apparent.

We have but one school in China for

all the thousands of women and girls in

our territory. At first they were not will-

ing to be taught; now they are seeking

admission in larger numbers than can be

accommodated, and already 'there are

prospects for an opening at the new

station.

These facts appeal especially to the

women of our Church, and our anniver-

sary thank-offering is an opportunity to

give largely of our means, that this' work

in China may be supported. Could not

each one double her usual contribution

at least, so that the educational work may
soon be enlarged ?

The women of this Christian land have

so very, very much for which to be thank-

ful. Contrast our sheltered, privileged

lives with the hardships and wretched-

ness of the heathen women about whom we

have been studying. Pray for an ade-

quate view of their needs, and for a new

vision of the debt which woman owes to

Christianity for her name and place in the

world.

Emma C. Slater,

Thank-Offering Secretary.

ITEMS FROM CHINA *

“A few days ago some people from

Fung Chuen, a river port beyond Do
Sing, came to seek healing. The patient

is a very fine woman, the wife of a

Chinese doctor. She is accompanied by

*jExtracts from letter written by Ida

Scott, M.D . , China.

her husband, who is an opium eater and

wants to get rid of his habit. He was

told that Jesus could heal him, and was

given a Bible, which he pores over most

of the time, when he is not in a service,

where he listens as though his life de-

pended on it. We hope to operate on the

woman next week, and although the re-

sults are not very promising, if they get

the doctrine it will be well worth their

while coming here. They say a great

many people at Fung Chuen are waiting

to see what can be done for her, and if

she is cured, they want to come—some

for healing, some to school.

“There is certainly a moving among the

dry bones such as our Mission has not

seen before. So many Tak Hing people

are becoming friendly and the neighbors

seem willing to listen as never before.

One of our teachers, who has not united

with the Church, but who hopes to soon,

says that lie thinks ere long many people

from the city will be in the Church.”

This same teacher wants preaching in

the city, and has just completed arrange-

ments for a chapel where services can be

held.

Mrs. R. H. Blair.

REPORT OF LATAKIA CHURCH BUILD-

ING FUND.
Amount reported to Dec. 31/10.$3423.79

Jan-. 3, Latakia Mission, Miss

Mattie Wiley 2.00

Jan. 5. United Miami, 0., per

Miss M. E. Quay, Treas 12.00

Jan. 17. L. M. S. of Cedar Lake,

Ray, Ind., per Mrs. Jennie

McKaughton, Treas 12.00

Jan. 30. Mankato, Kan., S. S.,

per Mrs. B. W. McMahan. . . . 4.10

Jan. 31, 1911, total $3453.89

Mrs. J. R. Copeland, Treas.

Parnassus, Pa.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The Late John G. Paton, D. D. Rev. Fred J. Paton.

It gives us great pleasure to announce that Rev. Fred J. Paton, son of the late Dr.

John G. Paton, and a missionary for nearly twenty years on Malekula Island in the

New Hebrides, plans to visit America toward the close of this year. Mr. A. K. Lang-

ridge, the Honorary Organizing Secretary of the “John G. Paton Mission Fund,” will

gladly reply to any inquiries addressed to his home in England. The following

copy of a communication that he is sending to friends of the New Hebrides Mission

in the United States and Canada clearly indicates the purpose of his visit:

Aniwa, Westcliff, Southend-on-Sea,

December 12th, 1910.

Dear Dr. Sommerville:

You may have noticed in the October number of the little magazine which it is our

privilege to send, to you. Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides, that Dr. John G.

Paton’s missionary son, the Eev. Fred J. Paton, of Malekula Island, New Hebrides, is

hoping to visit the United States and Canada in the winter of 1911. He proposes to

travel from Melbourne to Vancouver, and hopes to arrive there early in the month

of October. If he can obtain opportunities for addressing meetings in the interest

of his father’s Mission he is prepared to spend six months doing deputation work in

the West.
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The interest that you have been good enough to take in Dr. John G. Paton’s work
is my excuse for writing to you on the subject of this proposed tour.

It is somewhat difficult to arrange from this end the details of the tour; we are

anxious, as far as may be, to avoid unnecessary cross-travelling on account of the ex-

pense, and I am taking the opportunity of saying how grateful we should be for any

suggestions that you could kindly give us as to the best means we should adopt for

arranging Mr. Fred Patoffis itinerary.

I am sure you will allow me to say that Mr. Fred Paton is an outstanding mission-

ary. You will judge from the enclosed likeness, which it is my pleasure to send, that

he is a man of energy and power. His fearlessness and devotion is proved by the fact

that he has lived for ‘almost twenty years in one of the most fever-stricken islands of

the Yew Hebrides amongst inveterate cannibals. Most of this time he has been quite

alone, his wife having died there some five or six years ago.

His story also is of thrilling interest. He is a fluent speaker, and has a fund of

humor and personal incidents connected with his work that are likely to hold any

audience, and greatly quicken interest in foreign missions.

He is also the most winsome and entertaining of guests, and there are many homes

in Britain where the memory of the visit eight years ago is still pleasant and vivid.

I am enclosing a rough draft of the kind of handbill we would suggest for Mr. Fred

Patoffis meetings (I could send blocks if required)
;
and I am enclosing a pamphlet*

which gives a concise statement of the work of this fund.f 1 would gladly send quan-

tities of these if desired.

I shall be very pleased to answer any enquiries that you should be good enough to

make on the subject, and we should greatly appreciate and welcome any suggestions or

offers of help that you may feel able to make.

Believe me,

Yours very truly,

A. K. La^geidge.

Ever since the first visit of the late venerable John G. Paton to America, we have

been acting as agent for the work with which his name is identified, passing on to the

Treasurer annual contributions for the support of native teachers and offerings for the

general work, and we publish the foregoing letter because we would do what we can

to bring Mr. Fred Paton into touch with the friends of his beloved father. Any con-

gregation wishing to hear his story and aid him in his enterprise, should communi-

cate with us, that arrangements may be made for a visit during his stay in this

country.

*We have still a large package of this pamphlet, “From Darkness to Dawn in the

New Hebrides ” that Rev. David Crombie, M.D., of Vila, left ivitli us for free dis-

tribution, and we shall be glad to send a copy to any one who wishes to have a brief

statement of the work on those islands.

\The object of this fund is “The Evangelizing of the Non-Evangelized Portions of

the New Hebrides Islands.”

At a special meeting of the Board of read from the Mission in China, giving

Foreign Missions, held in Yew York, on plans and estimates for three new dwell-

Monday, February 13, 1911, letters were ings. To meet the cost of these houses,
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so imperatively demanded if the mission-

aries are to have measurably comfortable

homes, it was necessary to make a large

draft on invested funds under the con-

trol of the Board. An appeal is therefore

addressed by order of the Board to

churches and individuals to remember

the claims of this Mission and give, out

of the property with which the Lord has

entrusted them, for building purposes,

that there may be money in the Treasury

on which the Board can draw, as circum-

stances require, to provide homes not only

at Tak Hing, the center of operations, but

also at Do Sing, Lin Tan and other sta-

tions where ministers, physicians and

teachers should be located, if the instruc-

tions of Synod in regard to the extension

of the work are to be carried out. It

should never be forgotten that the field

which the Covenanter Church has under-

taken to cultivate is very large and dense-

ly populated, and, if we are to measure

up to our responsibility for the evangeliza-

tion of the 1,500,000 perishing souls in

that populous field, the number of mis-

sionaries must be vastly increased, and

the men and women who are sent out as

our representatives should certainly be

furnished with suitable shelter while en-

gaged in doing our work. If the brethren

who intend to bequeath to this Mission

$10,000 or $20,000 would give the money

now instead of waiting till they shall have

no further need of gold and silver, they

would have the joy, which they cannot

otherwise experience, of seeing results to

the glory of God in the conversion of re-

deemed souls, and in the fuller develop-

ment of their own Christian character.

In the Missionary Review of the World

for Januar}r

,
1911, there appeared a table

headed “contributions of religious bodies

in the United States in 1906 for domestic

and foreign work.” On looking over the

figures for the Synod of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church, we found them to

be utterly unreliable, and took the liberty

of calling the attention of the Review to

the discrepancy between, the figures in its

table and the official figures in the Min-

utes of Synod. The editor very kindly

wrote a note in the issue for February,

correcting the palpable error in the num-
ber of communicants and the .total con-

tributions. And with the information at

his command that was all he could do.

He claims, presumably on the statement of

the brother who prepared the table, that

“the statistics for The Missionary Review

were taken from the United States

Census reports.” That plea is not to be

called in question. The source, however,

from which figures are drawn do not

necessarily make them correct.

And then it is added: “The statistics

for contributions were obtained from the

denominational authorities.” Who are the

“denominational authorities” on contribu-

tions? We should say, “The Treasurers of

the Church's funds.” And it would be dif-

ficult to persuade us that the Treasurer

of Synod, who has all the funds for

domestic work in his hands, except those

for church erection, and the Treasurer of

the Foreign Missions in office in 1906,

both of whom are distinguished for ac-

curacy in financial matters, ever gave out

such returns.

4
Some of the subscribers for Olive

Trees are still in arrears for the year

1910, and their names are still on the

mailing list. We shall be glad to have

them remit without waiting for bills.

The date when the subscription expires is

on the wrapper, and we do not wish to

solicit what is due, except in this gen-

eral way.



FOREIGN MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1911.

Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D
Rev. Andrew J. McFarland
Rev. Samuel Edgar

J. M. Balph, M. D
Miss Mattie R. Wylie, on furlough

Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss F. May Elsey

Miss A. Louise Crockett

Latakia, Syria .

Rev. Robert E. Willson.

John Peoples, M. D
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett,

Miss Elma French

Mersina, Asia Minor.

Rev. Walter McCarroll, on furlough

Rev. J. D. Edgar ...

Mr. Charles Stewart

Rev. A. I. Robb, D. D
Rev. J. K. Robb
Rev. Julius Kempf
Rev. William M. Robb on furlough
Rev. D. R. Taggart
J. M. Wright, M. D
Miss Kate McBurney, M. D
Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D
Miss Jennie Dean
Miss Rose Huston
Miss Annie J. Robinson....

Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell..
Miss Jean McBurney, M. D

Larnaca
,
Cyprus.

Tak Hing Chau, West River,

South China.

Do Sing
,
West River

,
South China .

HOME MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1911.

Rev. W. W. Carithers, Indian Mission,

Apache
,

O. T.

Rev. W. J. Sanderson, Southern Mission
,

Selma, Ala.

Mr. William Carson, Jewish Mission,

800 So. Fifth Street, Philadelphia
,
Pa.

post office addresses of treasurers.
Syrian Mission, Mission in China and Church Erection—Dr. S. A. S.

Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Domestic Mission; Southern Mission; Indian Mission; Testimony
Bearing; Sustentation; Theological Seminary; Ministers’, Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund; Literary; Students’ Aid—Mr. J. S. Tibby, 41 1 Penn Building,
Pittsburg, Pa.

Jewish Mission—Dr. S. A. S. Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Aged People’s Home—Mrs. A. G. Wallace, 235 Fourth Ave., Pittsburg, Pa.
National Reform—Mr. T. S. Tibby, 411 Penn Building, Pittsburg, Pa.



Transportation Agency
Bo"d o£ Fore,i° M,sslo°s
Reformed Presbyterian Church

All questions relating to Railway and Steamship Rates
for Missionaries and Freight should be addressed to

WILLIAM G. CARSON, 205 SOUTH 42d STREET.
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Telephone, 785 Morningside

WM. McCLEAN’S SON

Undertaker and Embalmer
508 WEST 134th STREET

ROBERT L. McCLEAN NEW YORK

WILLIAM R. JENKIN
rlnter.'uhllslier, Bookseller, Stationer anci

Publisher and Importer of FRENCH BOOKS,

851 & 853 SIXTH AVENUE,
N. W. Cor. 48th Street, NEW YORK.

Card Engraving, Stamping, Wedding Invitations,

FMCTLJRES AND PICTURE FRAMING.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

Telephone, 2700 Worth. Established 1860.

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 58 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.

MACKEOWIN’S EYESIGHT TESTING ROOMS
FOR SPECTACLES

24 West 33d Street, New York Telephone, 6363 Madison Square

1215 Bedford Avenue, bet. Halsey and Hancock Streets, Brooklyn, N. Y,

JAMES S. TIBBY SVJnSKiS Pittsburg, Pa.
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY,
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CON-
FESSION OF FAITH, CATECHISMS, TALES OF
COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, ROMANISM
ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

WRITE FOR PRICES


